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Dear Senator Barack Obama, 

I am writing you this public letter because your election as President could change the course of 
history in this country. For the past five hundred years we have been practicing a “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy when it comes to talking about race issues. Your recent letter about race encourages so 
many of us who have been waiting since Martin Luther King, Jr. for the opportunity to, once again, 
have such a conversation on a national scale. 

There are many in this country who would have us believe that bringing up such delicate issues as race 
and racism will only further inflame the fragile relationship we already have or that race is no longer 
an issue. Still others would persuade us that to talk about this issue is tantamount to either being 
unpatriotic or practicing reverse racism. I would propose that none of these sentiments are true.

What we have now is a “mirage” when it comes to inclusion. We have come to think that inclusion can 
be satisfied by simply celebrating or acknowledging diversity; that having ethnic foods and cultural 
dances will lull us into thinking that we have done enough to bring about meaningful inclusion. 
This type of “social inclusion” has neither the power to create change 
nor to end discriminatory policies and practices. Rather, it is one that 
promotes the notion that simply being “aware” is enough or that one 
workshop on race a year fulfills the quota for “diversity education”. 
I know, Senator, that you are aware of what I am alluding to and the 
anguish and the hopelessness that such presumptions incite. 

However, there is a solution. The only way such notions can be 
exposed and responded to is to have National Town Hall Conversations, 
each entitled, “Walking Each Other Home.”  These dialogues could 
have as their goal conversations about race based upon honest 
and authentic exchanges that encourage curiosity, compassion 
and understanding. Let us declare these national conversations in our 
churches and synagogues, in our schools and in our workplaces! 

Let us begin by our willingness to hear each other’s stories and experiences, not as a competition to 
determine who is right or wrong, but for the opportunity for each of us to learn from each other.  
From there, perhaps we can finally live up to our Constitution’s bold promises and fulfill “The Dream” 
that Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke of. Senator Obama, this is the type of change I can believe in. This is 
the type of change we can all benefit from— for our children and for our ancestors who sacrificed 
their lives so we could all live better lives…one where each person’s commonalities and differences 
are equally valued and honored. 

Senator Obama, perhaps we can begin by walking each other home. 

Lee Mun Wah 
Master Diversity Trainer & Filmmaker




